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INTRODUCTION



DEFINITIONS
What is being regulated?

 Vendors

 Peddlers

 Booth

 Concessions

 Push Carts

 Ice Cream Truck

 Mobile Food Unit

 Food Establishment



MOBILE FOOD UNIT PERMITS & LICENSES
Required & Optional/Additional

Required:

 Health Department Permit

 Business Permit

Optional/Additional:

 Fire Prevention Permit

 Solicitors License

 Zoning Permit

 Permits as apart of other applications



COMPONENTS OF MOBILE FOOD UNIT REGULATIONS
Additional Regulations

 On-Street

 Private Property

 Public Property

 Special Events

 Farmers Market

 Misc General Regulations



CASE STUDY 

Richmond, Virginia

 “Temporary food permits for vendors and mobile food units”

Ch 6 – Businesses and Business Regulations / Article VII. – Foods and Food Establishments / Division 2 – Food Establishments / Subdivision II –

Permits / Sec. 6-289 – Food permit fees, temporary food permit fees and plan review fees

 “Mobile food unit” is contained under “Food Establishment” 

Ch 6 – Businesses and Business Regulations / Article VII. – Foods and Food Establishments / Division 1 – In General / Sec 9-267 – Definitions

 Appendix A – Fee Schedule

 Zoning Regulations -- Permitted By-Right in Certain Districts
“Retail sales and food or beverage sales conducted in an open area or structure by one or more individual vendors operating 

from stalls, stands, carts or other spaces which are rented or otherwise made available to such vendors.”

 Fees for Mobile Food Units in regards to Special and Conditional Use Permit are itemized. 



LOCATIONS
PRIVATE PROPERTY, RIGHT OF WAY, PUBLIC PROPERTY, FARMERS MARKETS, AND SPECIAL EVENTS



LOCATION: ZONING - BY DISTRICT (PRIVATE PROPERTY)  
Optional/Additional Regulations



LOCATION: ON-STREET AND SIDEWALKS (PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY)
Optional/Additional Regulations

 “Food Truck Zones”, designated 

streets, and designated spots –

Norfolk, Fairfax,  Alexandria

 Speed of streets, districts, proximity 

to residential and restaurants

 As of 2015,  Virginia Code updated 

to allow vending on state maintained 

roads.



LOCATION: PUBLIC PLACES (EXAMPLE: PARKS)
Optional/Additional Regulations

 Under Parks and Recreation Department

 Some required Park Vending Permit

 Some designate spots

 Additional regulations specific to parks



LOCATION: FARMERS MARKETS
Optional/Additional Regulations

 Can be found under either of these 

code sections:

 Farmers Markets

 Mobile Food Units



LOCATION: SPECIAL EVENTS
Optional/Additional Regulations

 Can be found under either of 

these code sections:

 Special Events

 Mobile Food Units



ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS & PERMITS
GENERAL PROVISIONS, ZONING PERMITS, ETC. 



GENERAL PROVISIONS
Optional/Additional Regulations

Under the Zoning Ordinance

City of Charlottesville

Under Streets and Sidewalks

City of Portsmouth

With its Respective Topic

Henrico County



ZONING PERMITS
Optional/Additional Regulations

 Food Vendor vs 

Location vs Both

 Annual



KEY CONSIDERATIONS
Which code will best serve Colonial Heights?

 Locations:

 Private Property

 Right of Way

 Public Property

 Farmers Markets

 Special Events

 Zoning Permit?

 Parks and 

Recreation Permit? 

 Which items covered 

under General 

Provisions are suitable 

for Colonial Heights? 



THANK YOU
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